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L REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

U.S. Application Serial No. 09/864,723 (hereinafter "the '723 Application"), the 
application at issue in the above-referenced appeal, has been assigned to QuicKutz, Inc., as 
evidenced by the assignment that has been recorded with the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 
(hereinafter "the Office") at Reel No. 013271, Frame No. 0566. Accordingly, QuicKutz, Inc., is 
the real party in interest in the above-referenced appeal. 

n. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

Neither Appellants nor the undersigned attorney are aware of any action pending before 
the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences (hereinafter "the Board") that would affect or 
influence the Board's decision in the above-referenced appeal. 

m. STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 12-16 and 24-37 are currently pending and under consideration in the 
above-referenced application. 

Claims 1-11 and 17-23 were withdrawn fi-om consideration and canceled, without 
prejudice or disclaimer, pursuant to elections made in response to restriction and species election 
requirements. 

Claims 12-16 and 24-37 are subject to final rejections, which are to be reviewed in the 
above-referenced appeal. 
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IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

The '723 Application was filed on May 23, 2001, with twenty-three (23) claims. 

On October 8, 2002, a non-meritorious action that included restriction and species 
election requirements was mailed. A response to that action was filed on November 12, 2002, 
and included an election to prosecute the subject matter to which claims 12-16 were drawn. 

A first action on the merits of claims 12-16 followed on January 31, 2003. In that action, 
the Examiner rejected each of claims 12-16. Appellants responded to the rejections that were 
presented in the January 31, 2003, action by filing an Amendment, in which claim revisions were 
presented along with explanations as to the patentability of the pending claims. 

The claim revisions and accompanying remarks were apparently persuasive, as the 
Examiner asserted new grounds against the pending claims in a Final Office Action dated 
August 8, 2003. In response. Appellants provided additional reasoning as to the patentability of 
the pending claims. The Examiner was not persuaded by Appellants' reasoning, as evidenced by 
the remarks that accompanied the Advisory Action of October 24, 2003. 

In view of the finality of the Examiner's claim rejections, a Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) was filed on November 10, 2003. 

The Examiner promptly issued another final office action on December 15, 2003, and 
reasserted his prior grounds for rejecting claims 12-16. The final office action of 
December 15, 2003, was followed on April 15, 2004, by an Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.1 16, in which additional claim revisions were presented, as were explanations as to the 
patentabilty of the claims over the art upon which the Examiner's rejections were based. In 
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addition, new claims 24-37 were presented. The Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 was 
accompanied by another RCE. 

In the hope of expediting the process to obtain patentable claims, Appellants participated 
in an interview with the Examiner on June 15, 2004. Although no specific agreements were 
reached during that interview, Appellants felt that they had a good imderstanding of the 
Examiner's understanding of the art of record and that the Examiner had provided them with 
useful guidance on how to obtain a patent from the above-referenced application. 

Shortly after the interview, on July 9, 2004, another office action was mailed. The 
Examiner again presented new grounds of rejection against all of the pending claims. Appellants 
responded on September 13, 2004, with another Amendment and further explanations as to the 
patentability of the claims, only to be met by many of the same claim rejections in a Final Office 
Action dated December 13, 2004. 

In view of the lack of progress toward identifying patentable subject matter, a Notice of 
Appeal was filed in the above-referenced appUcation on March 14, 2005. The Notice of Appeal 
is followed by this Appeal Brief, which is being filed within two months of the Notice of Appeal. 

No amendments have been made in the above-referenced application since the 
Amendment of September 13, 2004. 

V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

The claims of the '723 Application are directed to apparatus for forcing a die into a sheet 

of material and which include more than one handle. A first member of such an apparatus, which 

is associated with one of the handles, is configured to receive a die. See claims 12, 25, and 31. 
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A second member of such an apparatus, which is associated with another of the handles, is 
configured to support a sheet of material, such as paper. See id, A sheet supporting surface of 
the second member is oriented to oppose a die receiving surface of the first member. See id. The 
handles facilitate movement of the opposed surfaces of the first and second members toward and 
away fi'om one another. See id. 

Li claim 12, the first member of the apparatus includes an uninterrupted, planar surface 
for receiving a die. The sheet receiving surface of the second member of that apparatus is also 
uninterrupted and planar. 

The first member of the apparatus of claim 25 includes an unbounded surface for 
supporting the entire planar back side of a substantially planar die. 

Like claim 12, the first member of the apparatus of claim 31 includes an uninterrupted, 
planar surface for receiving a die. The second member of the apparatus of claim 31 need not be 
planar or iminterrupted, however. 

VI. GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

(A) Claims 12, 13,16, and 24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for being 
drawn to subject matter which is allegedly anticipated by the subject matter described in 
U.S. Patent 5,617,785 to Lo (hereinafter "Lo"). 

(B) Claims 31, 32, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for reciting subject 
matter which is purportedly anticipated by the disclosure of U.S. Patent 3,372,482 to MercoreUi 
(hereinafter "MercoreUi"). 
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(C) Claims 31-34, 36, and 37 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for being 
directed to subject matter that is assertedly anticipated by the subject matter described in PCX 
International Patent Application Publication WO 00/51533 of Andersen (hereinafter 
"Andersen"). 

(D) Claim 14 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for being directed to subject 
matter which is purportedly unpatentable over the subject matter taught in Lo, in view of 
teachings from U.S. Patent 4,574,693 to Fink et al. (hereinafter "Fink"). 

(E) Claims 15 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for reciting subject matter 
which is purportedly unpatentable over the teachings of Lo, in view of teachings from U.S. 
Patent 5,172,622 to Sabin (hereinafter "Sabin"). 

(F) Claims 25-28 and 30 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) for being drawn 
to subject matter that is assertedly unpatentable over the teachings of Lo. 

(G) Claim 35 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for reciting subject matter that 
is allegedly unpatentable over teachings from Andersen, in view of the subject matter taught in 
U.S. Patent 5,660,105 to Benson et al. (hereinafter "Benson"). 

Vin. ARGUMENT 

A. REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. S 102 

Each of claims 12, 13, 16, 24, 31-34, 36, and 37 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 
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1. LEGAL AUTHORITY 

A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set forth in the claim is found, 
either expressly or inherently described, in a single reference which qualifies as prior art under 
35 U.S.C. § 102. Verdegaal Brothers v. Union Oil Co. of California, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 
(Fed. Cir. 1987). The identical invention must be shown in as complete detail as is contained in 
the claim. Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 9 USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). 

2. REFERENCES RELffiD UPON 

Lo 

Lo describes a table top embossing apparatus that may be manually or automatically 
operated. The embossing apparatus of Lo includes two magnets 40 and 60 for receiving the 
members 80 and 90 of an embossing die pair. See FIGs. 5 and 6. The magnet 40 and 60 have 
opposed surfaces that appear to include protruding, substantially planar central sections. See id. 
Movement of the lower magnet 60 toward the upper magnet 40 may be effected automatically 
with a motor 71 -driven transmission 70 and a variety of associated elements, including 
spindles 72, 75 and gears 73, 74. Col. 3, lines 1-23; FIGs. 5 and 6. Movement of the upper 
magnet 40 toward the lower magnet 60 may be effected manually, by use of a gear 56 or a single 
handle 120. Col. 3, lines 24-45; FIGs. 5 and 6. 

Mercorelli 

The apparatus described in Mercorelli includes a pair of handles 14 and 15 and two 

opposable members 1 1 and 12. FIGs. 1 and 2; col. 1, lines 54-60. The opposable members 11 
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and 12 are configured to respectively receive complementary male and female dies 21 and 20. 
FIGs. 1 and 2; col. 1, lines 59 and 60. The opposable members 1 1 and 12 receive the dies 21 
and 20 within undercut channels 18 and 19, respectively. Id, While Mercorelli is largely silent 
as to the configurations of the undercut channels 18 and 19, Mercorelli does explain that each 
channel 18, 19 includes a number of small bosses 25, 'Vhich are locating means for positioning 
the dies and holding them at the end of the channels 18 and 19." Col. 1, lines 69-71. MercorelU 
describes the bosses 25 as "hemispherical domes." Col. 1, line 71, to col. 2, line 1. 

Andersen 

Andersen discloses a tool for pxmching holes in a skin protection plate for use with a 
stoma bag. The cutting tool 10 of Andersen includes two handles 20 that are associated with 
members 14 that may be moved toward and away from one another. Neither of these 
members 14 includes an uninterrupted, planar surface. Instead, one of the members 14 includes 
an opening 38 that receives a bolt 32 protruding from the back side of a holding-up plate 18, 
which is configured to support a skin protection plate as a hole is formed therein. See page 7, 
lines 8-21; page 9, lines 7-16; FIG. 5. The other of the members 14 includes a small protrusion 
that is configured to be received within a complementarily configured receptacle in the back side 
of a hole socket 16 with a cutting/punching edge 22 protruding from the front side thereof. See 
FIGs. 1-4; see also page 7, lines 8-24. 
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3. ANALYSIS 
a. LO 

Claims 12, 13, 16, and 24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for being drawn to 
subject matter which is allegedly anticipated by the subject matter described in Lo. 

Independent claim 12 recites an apparatus for forcing a die into a sheet of material. The 
apparatus of independent claim 12 includes first and second members and handles that are 
associated with the first and second members. The first member includes a die receiving surface, 
while the second member includes a planar, iminterrupted sheet supporting surface oriented to 
oppose the die receiving surface. The sheet supporting surface of the second member is 
uninterrupted and planar. 

It is respectfully submitted that Lo does not anticipate at least three elements of 
independent claim 12. 

First, Lo lacks any express or inherent description that either the upper magnet 40 or the 
lower magnet 60 thereof includes a surface that supports a sheet of material into which a die is to 
be forced. Rather, the description of Lo is limited to magnets 40 and 60 with surfaces that are 
respectively configured to engage a top die 80 and a bottom die 90, which are complementarily 
configured members of an embossing die pair. See FIG. 5; col. 3, lines 11-14. 

Second, Ld neither expressly nor inherently describes that the apparatus disclosed therein 

includes handles associated with first and second members. Although the Examiner has 

asserted that the fi-ame 30 of the table top embossing apparatus of Lo may be held by the hand of 

a user (Final Office Action of December 13, 2004, page 6), Lo does not expressly state that the 

frame 30 of the disclosed apparatus may be used as a handle. Moreover, as the table top 
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embossing apparatus of Lo may be operated without a user holding onto the frame 30, Lo does 
not inherently describe that the frame 30 comprises a second handle of that apparatus, histead, 
Lo merely describes that a single handle 120 is associated with the upper, first magnet 40 of the 
disclosed apparatus. 

Third, Lo includes no express or inherent description that the apparatus thereof includes a 
planar sheet supporting surface that is oriented to oppose a die receiving surface. Rather, in the 
device of Lo, a sheet is supported by an embossing die 90, which is certainly not planar. 

As Lo does not expressly or inherently describe an apparatus which includes, in identical 
detail to that recited in independent claim 12, each and every element of independent claim 12, it 
is respectfiiUy submitted that the subject matter recited in independent claim 12 is not anticipated 
by the disclosure of Lo under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

Claims 13, 16, and 24 are each allowable, among other reasons, for depending either 
directly or indirectly from claim 12, which is allowable. 

Claim 16 is fiirther allowable since, in addition to lacking any express or inherent 
description of an apparatus that includes more than one handle, Lo lacks any express or inherent 
description that the table top embossing apparatus disclosed therein includes more than one 
handle that may be configured to be held and operated with a single hand. 

b. MERCORELLI 
Claims 31, 32, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for reciting subject matter 
which is purportedly anticipated by the disclosure of Mercorelli. 
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Independent claim 3 1 is also drawn to an apparatus for forcing a die into a sheet of 
material. The apparatus of independent claim 31 also includes first and second members and 
handles that are associated with the first and second members. The first member includes a 
planar die receiving surface and a die retaining element associated therewith. The second 
member includes a sheet supporting surface oriented to oppose the die receiving surface of the 
first member. 

It is respectfully submitted that Mercorelli does not anticipate at least two elements of 
independent claim 3 1 . 

First, Mercorelli does not expressly or inherently describe that the apparatus disclosed 
therein includes a member with a sheet supporting surface. Rather, the opposable members 1 1 
and 12 of the apparatus described in Mercorelli are both configured to receive dies. FIGs. 1 
and 2; col. 1, lines 59 and 60. Thus, the apparatus disclosed in Mercorelli includes two 
opposable die cutting surfaces. 

Second, Mercorelli includes no express or inherent description of a die receiving surface 
that is planar and uninterrupted. Instead, the description of Mercorreli is quite clearly limited to 
die receiving surfaces that include hemispherically shaped bosses 25 protruding therefi^om. 
Col. 1, line 68, to col. 2, line 1. 

For these reasons, it is respectfiiUy submitted that the disclosure of Mercorelli does not 
anticipate each and every element of independent claim 31, as would be required to uphold the 
35 U.S.C. § 102(b) rejection of independent claim 31. 

Claims 32 and 37 are both allowable, among other reasons, for depending directly or 
indirectly fi-om claim 31, which is allowable. 
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Claim 32 is additionally allowable since Mercorelli lacks any express or inherent 
description that the apparatus disclosed therein includes a "die receiving surface . . . configured 
to receive and completely support an uninterrupted, planar surface of [a] substantially planar die. 
This is because, as FIGs. 3 and 4 of Mercorelli clearly depict, the dies do not have planar back 
sides. Instead, as described, the back sides of the dies of Mercorelli must include dimples 24 to 
receive the bosses 25 that protrude fi'om the die-receiving surfaces of members 1 1 and 12 and, 
thus, to hold the dies 21 and 21 in place on their respective members 1 1 and 12. FIGs. 1-4; 
col. 1, line 68, to col. 2, line 1. 

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 5 of MercorelU, the male die 21, which is primarily 
responsible for cutting a sheet of material, includes a raised area 28. Mercorelli emphasizes that 
the raised area 28 protrude a sufficient distance from a surface of the die 21 to include arcuate 
edges 8 that may fiilly engaged by intemally confined edges 9 of a corresponding female die 20, 
touting this feature as being necessary to avoid the formation of torn or jagged edges along a 
piece of paper that has been cut by dies 21 and 20. FIGs. 4 and 5; col. 2, lines 1 1-30. 

c. ANDERSEN 

Claims 31-34, 36, and 37 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for being directed 
to subject matter that is assertedly anticipated by the subject matter described in Andersen. 

Like Mercorelli, Andersen fails to anticipate each and every element of independent 
claim 31. 

In particular, Andersen does not expressly or inherently describe a member that includes 

an uninterrupted, planar die receiving surface. Instead, the disclosure of Andersen is limited to a 
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member 14 that includes a protruding element that engages a complementary receptacle in the 
back side of a hole socket 16. See FIGs. 1-4. 

Furthermore, Andersen neither expressly nor inherently describes a die retaining element 
that is "configured to secure a substantially planar die to [the] die receiving surface." As 
FIGs. 1-4 of Andersen clearly illustrate, the hole socket 16 of Andersen is not substantially 
planar. 

Therefore, Andersen does not anticipate each and every element of independent claim 31, 
as would be required to uphold the Examiner's Andersen-based 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) rejection of 
independent claim 31. 

Each of claims 32-34, 36, and 37 is allowable, among other reasons, for depending 
directly or indirectly from claim 31, which is allowable. 

Claim 32 is further allowable since Andersen does not expressly or inherently describe a 
member 14 with a surface that is configured to "receive and completely support an uninterrupted, 
planar surface of [a] substantially planar die." Rather, the disclosure of Andersen is limited to a 
member that includes a protrusion that is received within a complementary recess that interrupts 
the planarity of the back side of the hole socket 16 described therein. See FIGs. 1-4. 

In view of the foregoing, reversal of the 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) rejections of claims 12, 13, 
16, 24, 31-34, 36, and 37 is respectfully requested. 

B. REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. S 103(a) 

Claims 14, 15, 25-30, and 35 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), 
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1. LEGAL AUTHORITY 

The standard for establishing and maintaining a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) is set 

forth in M.P.E.P. § 706.02(j), which provides: 

To estabUsh a prima facie case of obviousness, three basic criteria 
must be met. First, there must be some suggestion or motivation, 
either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally 
available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the reference 
or combine reference teachings. Second, there must be a 
reasonable expectation of success. Finally, the prior art reference 
(or references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim 
limitations. The teaching or suggestion to make the claimed 
combination and the reasonable expectation of success must both 
be found in the prior art, and not based on applicant's disclosure. 
In re VaecK 947 F.2d 488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

2. ADDITIONAL REFERENCES RELIED UPON 

Fink 

Fink is relied upon for its teaching of mechanical features 76 and 78 for securing an 
embossing seal to a substantially planar surface of an embossing press. FIG. 3; col. 3, 
lines 43-46. 


Sabin 

Sabin teaches a table-top die cutting apparatus 10 that includes a base 20 that is 
configured to support a sheet of paper or other material to be die-cut, a frame 18 extending 
upwardly from the base 20 and supporting a die receiving element 14, and a "shifting 
mechanism" 16 held in place by the frame 18 and associated with the die receiving element 14. 
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Figs. 1 and 4; col. 3, lines 29-39. The shifting mechanism 16 is basically a handle that, when 
moved, forces the die receiving element 14 downward toward the base 20 of the die cutting 
apparatus 10 and, thus, forces the cutting edges of a die 12 through a sheet 27 of paper or other 
material supported by the base. Id, hi addition, a pad 22 may be located on the base 20. Id, 

Benson 

Benson teaches a punching or embossing tool 10 that includes complementary dies 20 
and 22 that are configured to be opposed and biased against one another by compression 
members 24 and 26. FIG. 1; col. 3, lines 44-48. Each die 20, 22 includes an octagonal 
base 54, 64 and an octagonal protruding member 50, 60 extending fi-om a substantially planar 
back side of the octagonal base 54, 64. FIGs. 3 and 4; col. 4, lines 15-44. 

Each compression member 24, 26 includes an elongated die receiving cavity 24a, 26a 
within which a base 54, 64 of a die 20, 22 is to be sUdingly disposed and retained. FIG. 1; col. 3, 
lines 49-5 1 . When the base 54, 64 is inserted into the cavity 24a, 26a, the protruding 
member 50, 60 on the back side of the base 54, 64 of each die 20, 22 extends through a receiving 
slot 40, which communicates with the cavity 24a, 26a. An end of each receiving slot 40 has a 
half-octagonal profile 42 which corresponds to the octagonal shape of the protruding 
member 50, 60 of the die 20, 22 and is, thus, configured to receive a protruding member 50, 60 
and retain the same, as well as the die 20, 22, in a desired orientation. FIGs. 3 and 4; col. 4, 
Hues 8 and 9. 

A retainer magnet 44 is disposed within each die receiving cavity 24a, 24b to hold a 

die 20, 22 therein. FIGs. 3 and 4; col. 4, lines 10-44. The retainer magnet 44 also has a 
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half-octagonal profile, which complements the octagonal shape of the base 54, 64 of each 
die 20, 22. Col. 4, lines 10-14. Each retainer magnet 44, including the magnetic field generated 
thereby and its half-octagonal profile, in combination with the complementary shapes of the 
base 54, 64 of each dies 20, 22 and the die receiving cavity 24a, 26a, as well as the 
complementary shapes of the end of each receiving slot 40 and insertion member 50, 60 of the 
die 20, 22, holds the die 20, 22 in a desired position within the die receiving cavity 24a, 26a. 

3. ANALYSIS 

a. LP IN Vffi W OF FINK 

Claim 14 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for being directed to subject matter 
which is purportedly unpatentable over the subject matter taught in Lo, in view of teachings 
fi"om Fink. 

Claim 14 is allowable, among other reasons, for depending directly firom claim 12, which 
is allowable. 

b. LO IN VIEW OF SABIN 

Claims 15 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for reciting subject matter which 
is purportedly unpatentable over the teachings of Lo, in view of teachings fi"om Sabin. 

Claim 15 is allowable, among other reasons, for depending directly firom claim 12, which 
is allowable. 

Claim 29 is allowable, among other reasons, for depending directly firom claim 25, which 
is allowable {see the following section). 
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c. LO 

Claims 25-28 and 30 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for being drawn to 
subject matter that is assertedly unpatentable over the teachings of Lo. 

Independent claim 25 is directed to an apparatus for forcing a die into a sheet of material. 
The apparatus of independent claim 25 includes first and second members, as well as handles 
associated with the first and second members. The first member of the apparatus of independent 
claim 25 includes a die receiving surface which is configured to receive and completely support a 
planar back side of a substantially planar die and a die retaining element associated with the die 
receiving surface. The second member of the apparatus of independent claim 25 includes a 
substantially planar sheet supporting surface 

It is respectfiiUy submitted that there are a number of reasons that the teachings of Lo do 
not support a prima facie case of obviousness against independent claim 25 or any of 
claims 26-28 or 30 depending therefi'om. 

No Motivation to Modify 

First, one of ordinary skill in the art would not have been motivated to modify the 

teachings of Lo, which are drawn to a table top embossing machine that requires cooperating 

embossing dies and includes only a single handle, in such a way as to develop a two or more 

handled apparatus that includes a first member for receiving a die and an opposable second 

member for supporting a sheet of material. In view of the stark differences between the 

single-handle table top embossing apparatus of Lo and the multi-handle apparatus recited in 
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claims 25-28 and 30, it appears that the only source of motivation for one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the teachings of Lo in the asserted manner would have been the disclosure of the 
above-referenced application. 

Lo Does not Teach or Suggest Each and Every Claim Element 

Second, Lo does not teach or suggest several elements of independent claim 25. 

Lo either fails to teach or suggest an apparatus with a member that has a die receiving 

surface which is configured to completely support the back side of the substantially planar die or 

it fails to teach or suggest an apparatus including a member with a planar die receiving surface. 

As shown in FIGs. 5 and 6 of Lo, the die-supporting surfaces of both die-receiving magnets 40 

and 60 appear to include planar centers that are raised, or stepped, relative to the peripheries of 

the magnets 40 and 60. Additionally, as shown in FIGs. 5 and 6 of Lo, the upper and lower dies 

80 and 90 have much larger diameters than the raised centers of the die-securing surfaces of the 

magnets 40 and 60, respectively. Consequently, if the back sides of the dies 80 and 90 are 

planar, they are not fully supported by the planar central portions of the die-securing surfaces of 

the magnets 40 and 60. Conversely, if the back sides of the dies 80 and 90 are fully supported by 

the centrally protruding portions of the magnets 40 and 60, the back sides of the dies 80 and 90 

would have to include recesses in the back sides thereof and, therefore, the back sides of the 

dies 80 and 90 could not be planar. 

Lo also lacks any teaching or suggestion that either the upper magnet 40 or the lower 

magnet 60 thereof includes a substantially planar surface that supports a sheet of material into 

which a die is to be forced. Rather, the description of Lo is limited to magnets 40 and 60 with 
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surfaces that are respectively configured to engage a top die 80 and a bottom die 90; Le., the 
members of an embossing die pair. See FIG. 5; col. 3, lines 11-14. Thus, the bottom die 90, not 
a surface of the member to which the bottom die 90 is to be secured, supports a sheet of material. 
Further, as the bottom die 90 is a member of a pair of embossing dies, the surface of the bottom 
die 90 that would support a sheet of material is not substantially planar. 

Additionally, Lo neither teaches nor suggests that the apparatus thereof includes handles 
associated with first and second members. Instead, Lo merely describes a single handle 120 that 
is associated with the upper, first magnet 40 of the disclosed apparatus. While the Examiner has 
asserted that the fi-ame 30 of the embossing apparatus of Lo may be held by the hand of a user 
(Final Office Action of December 13, 2004, page 6), Lo does not teach or suggest that the 
fi-ame 30 may be used as a handle. 

Each of claims 26-28 and 30 is allowable, among other reasons, for depending either 
directly or indirectly fi-om claim 25, which is allowable. 

Claim 30 is fiirther allowable since, in addition to lacking any teaching or suggestion of 
an apparatus that includes more than one handle, Lo lacks any teaching or suggestion that more 
than one handle of the device described therein may be configured to be held and operated with a 
single hand. 

Secondary Indicia of Nonobviousness 

On at least two occasions (in the Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 dated 

April 15, 2004, and during the interview of June 15, 2004), the Examiner has been informed of 

the availability of evidence showing secondary indicia of nonobviousness, including commercial 
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success of the apparatus to which claims 25-28 and 30 are drawn. In addition, there has been a 
long- felt need for a portable press of the type recited in the claims. 

A Declaration detailing the commercial success of the claimed apparatus and of the 
long-felt need for this type of apparatus is included in the EVIDENCE APPENDIX to this 
Appeal Brief 

d. ANDERSEN IN VIEW OF BENSON 
Claim 35 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for reciting subject matter that is 
allegedly unpatentable over teachings from Andersen, in view of the subject matter taught in 
Benson. 

Claim 35 is allowable, among other reasons, for depending directly from claim 31, which 
is allowable. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully requested that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejections 
of claims 14, 15, 25-30, and 35 be reversed. 

Vm. CLAIMS APPENDIX 

The current status of each claim that has been introduced into the above-referenced 
application is set forth in CLAIMS APPENDIX to this Appeal Brief. 


20 


Serial No. 09/864,723 

IX. EVIDENCE APPENDIX 

A DECLARATION OF ERIC J. RUFF is submitted herewith to establish secondary 
indicia of nonobviousness of the subject matter recited in several claims of the above-referenced 
application. 

X. RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 

No decisions have been rendered by the Board or any court in a related application. 
Therefore, this Appeal Brief is not accompanied by a related proceedings appendix. 

XI. CONCLUSION 

it is respectfully submitted that: 

(A) Claims 12, 13, 16, and 24 are allowable under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for being drawn 
to subject matter which is not anticipated by the subject matter described in Lo; 

(B) Claims 31, 32, and 37 are allowable under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for reciting subject 
matter that disclosure of Mercorelli does not anticipate; 

(C) Under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(b), claims 3 1 -34, 36, and 37 are allowable for being 
directed to subject matter that is not anticipated by the disclosure of Andersen; 

(D) Claim 14 is allowable under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for reciting subject matter that is 
patentable over the teachings of Lo and Fink; 

(E) Claims 1 5 and 29 are both allowable under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for reciting subject 
matter which is patentable over the teachings of Lo, in view of teachings from Sabin; 
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(F) Claims 25-28 and 30 are allowable under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for being drawn to 
subject matter that is patentable over the teachings of Lo; and 

(G) Claim 35 is allowable under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) for reciting subject matter that is 
patentable over teachings from Andersen, in view of the subject matter taught in Benson. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the rejections of claims 12-16 and 24-37 be 
reversed and that each of these claims be allowed. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Brick G. Power 
Registration No. 38,581 
Attorney for Applicants 
TraskBrttt, PC 
P.O. Box 2550 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-2550 
Telephone: 801-532-1922 


Date: May 12, 2005 
BGP/ljb 

Document in ProLaw 
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1-11. (Canceled) 

12. An apparatus for forcing a die into a sheet of material, comprising: 
a first member including: 

an uninterrupted, planar die receiving surface; and 

a die retaining element associated with said die receiving surface, said die retaining 

element being configured to secure a planar surface of a substantially planar die to 
said die receiving surface; 
a second member including: 

an uninterrupted, planar sheet supporting surface oriented to oppose said die receiving 
surface; and 

handles associated with said first and second members so as to facilitate movement of at least 
one member of said first and second members toward the other of said first and second 
members. 

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said die retaining element is magnetic. 

14. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said die retaining element mechanically 
secures a substantially planar die to said die receiving surface. 
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15. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said second member includes a cushioning 
element ttiat forms at least a portion of said substantially planar sheet supporting surface. 

16. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said handles are configured to be held by and 
operated with a hand of a user. 


17-23. (Canceled) 


24. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said die receiving surface is unbounded. 

25. An apparatus for forcing a die into a sheet of material, comprising: 
a first member including: 

an unbounded die receiving surface configured to completely support a planar back side 

of a substantially planar die; and 
a die retaining element associated with said die receiving surface, said die retaining 

element configured to secure the planar back side of the substantially planar die to 

said die receiving surface; 
a second member including: 

a substantially planar sheet supporting surface oriented to oppose said die receiving 

surface; and 
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handles associated with said first and second members so as to facilitate movement of at least 
one member of said first and second members toward the other of said first and second 
members. 

26. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the die retaining element comprises at least 
one of a magnetic and a magnetically-attractable material. 

27. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein said die receiving surface is uninterrupted and 

planar. 

28. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein said substantially planar sheet supporting 
surface is uninterrupted. 

29. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein said second member includes a cushioning 
element that forms at least a portion of said substantially planar sheet supporting surface. 

30. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein said handles are configured to be held by and 
operated with a hand of a user. 

31. An apparatus for forcing a die into a sheet of material, comprising: 

a first member including: 

an uninterrupted, planar die receiving surface; and 
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a die retaining element associated with said die receiving surface, said die retaining 
element configured to secure a substantially planar die to said die receiving 
surface; 
a second member including: 

a sheet supporting surface oriented to oppose said die receiving surface; and 
handles associated with said first and second members so as to facilitate movement of both of 
said first and second members toward each other. 

32. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein said die receiving surface is configured to 
receive and completely support an uninterrupted, planar surface of the substantially planar die. 

33. The apparatus of claim 3 1 , wherein said die receiving surface is unbounded. 

34. The apparatus of claim 3 1 , wherein said sheet supporting surface is uninterrupted 
and planar. 

35. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein the die retaining element comprises at least 
one of a magnetic and a magnetically-attractable material. 

36. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein said second member includes a cushioning 
element that forms at least a portion of said sheet supporting surface. 
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37. The apparatus of claim 3 1 , wherein said handles are configured to be held by and 
operated with a hand of a user. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Application of: 

Hixon et al. 

Serial No.: 09/864,723 

Filed: May 23, 2001 

For: DIE CUTTING SYSTEM, 
COMPONENTS THEREOF, AND 
METHODS 

Confirmation No.: 2791 
Examiner: S. Choi 
Group Art Unit: 3724 
Attorney Docket No.: 2916-4842US 


DECLARATION OF ERIC J. RUFF 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

I, Eric J. Ruff, declare that: 

1 . I am over twenty-one years of age and competent to give sworn testimony. 

2. I am the President and C.E.O. of QuicKutz, Inc., (hereinafter "QuicKutz") a 
corporation organized under the laws of the State of Utah. I have served in that 
capacity at QuicKutz since its organization on September 5, 2001. 


NOTICE OF EXPRESS MAILING 

Express Mail Mailing Label Number: 

Date ofDeposit with USPS: 

Person making Deposit: 
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3. U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/864,723 (hereinafter the '723 Application) has 
been assigned to QuicKutz, the assignment having been recorded with the U.S. Patent 
& Trademark Office at Reel No. 013271, Frame No. 0566. 

Commercial Success 

4. In 2002, QuicKutz released to the U.S. market a portable personal die cutting system, 
including a die cutting tool of the type recited in the claims of the '723 Application. 
At that time, the only commercially available apparatuses for personal use that were 
capable of cutting out shapes and letters were punch systems. There was no portable 
die cutting tool on the market that had the capability of using interchangeable dies to 
make intricate die cuts. 

5. In 2002, QuicKutz's first full year of operation, approximately $236,000 was 
expended on advertising, which included advertising for its die cutting tool. The 
advertising included printed advertisements in scrapbooking publications, a printed 
catalog that was made available in retail stores that sold QuicKutz products, 
development of a website, updates and maintenance to the website, and expenses 
associated with trade shows. Extensive word-of-mouth advertising, at no cost to 
QuicKutz, also occurred during 2002. 

6. Between May 1 , 2002, and December 3 1 , 2002, QuicKutz sold approximately 5, 1 00 
portable personal die cutting tools of the type recited in the claims of the '723 
Application. This sales volume amounted to approximately $464,000 in gross 
revenues for QuicKutz during 2002, not including dies that were sold for use with the 
tool. (In 2002, most of QuicKutz's die cutting tools were sold in kits that included a 
set of dies, and the $464,000 figure involves an allocation of the purchase price of 
such kits between the tool and the dies.) 

7. Total revenues during 2002 that were attributable to QuicKutz's portable personal die 
cutting tools and the dies designed for use therewith amounted to approximately 
$2,381,000, representing approximately a lOx return on QuicKutz's 2002 investment 
in advertising. 

8. QuicKutz spent approximately $343,000 on advertising in 2003. Again, such 
advertising included expenses relating to trade shows, updates to and maintenance of 
QuicKutz's website, catalogs, and printed advertisements in scrapbooking magazines. 
Again, extensive word-of-mouth advertising, at no cost to QuicKutz, occurred during 
2003. 

9. In 2003, QuicKutz sold approximately 19,700 portable die cutting tools of the type 
recited in the claims of the '723 Application, which amounted to gross sales of 
approximately $1,459,000, not including dies that were sold for use with the tool. 
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(Again, many tools were sold in kits, and the $1,459,000 figure involves an allocation 
of the purchase price of such kits between the tool and the dies included therein.) 

10. Total revenues during 2003 that were attributable to QuicKutz's portable personal die 
cutting tools and the dies designed for use therewith amounted to approximately 
$8,734,000, representing approximately a 25x return on QuicKutz's 2003 investment 
in advertising. 

1 1 . QuicKutz spent approximately $653,000 on advertising in 2004, including the types 
of advertising and promotion identified above in connection with the years 2002 and 
2003. 

12. In 2004, QuicKutz sold approximately 30,800 portable die cutting tools of the type 
recited in the claims of the '723 Application, which amounted to gross sales of 
approximately $947,000, not including dies that were sold for use with the tool. 
(Again, many tools were sold in kits, and the $947,000 figure involves an allocation 
of the purchase price of such kits between the tool and the dies included therein.) 

13. Total revenues during 2004 that were attributable to QuicKutz's portable personal die 
cutting tools and the dies designed for use therewith amounted to approximately 

$1 1,845,000, representing approximately an 18x return on QuicKutz's 2004 
investment in advertising. 

14. Through April 30, 2005, QuicKutz has spent approximately $155,000 on advertising, 
including the types of advertising and promotion identified above in connection with 
the years 2002, 2003, and 2004. 

15. During the first four months of 2005, QuicKutz sold approximately 25,900 of its 
portable personal die cutting tools of the type recited in the claims of the '723 
Application. Its gross sales of such portable die cutting tools amoimted to 
approximately $715,000, not including sales of dies that were sold for use with the 
tool. 

16. Total revenues during the first four months of 2005 that were attributable to 
QuicKutz's portable personal die cutting tools and the dies designed for use therewith 
amounted to approximately $6,267,000, representing approximately a 40x return on 
QuicKutz's 2005 investment in advertising. 

17. These numbers show the commercial success of die cutting tools that fall within the 
scope of the claims of the '723 Application. Sales figures including die sales are 
considered to be indicative of the commercial success of QuicKutz's portable 
personal die cutting tool, because all of QuicKutz's advertising has promoted both its 
dies and the portable personal die cutting system in which they are used. 
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Long-Felt Need 

18. Shortly after QuicKutz introduced its portable personal die cutting system into the 
market, many customers and commentators observed that the QuicKutz die cutting 
tool uniquely satisfied a need that had not previously been met in the scrapbooking 
industry. The attached F.vhihit A is a sampling of magazine articles to that effect, 
including (i) an announcement/review printed in the May 2002 issue of Creating 
Keepsakes magazine, stating that, with the new QuicKutz die cutting tool, "now you 
can spend your time creating pages, not hand-cutting letters and accents;" (ii) an 
announcement/review printed in the November/December 2002 issue of Memory 
Makers magazine, announcing a superior system for cutting out letters and designs, 
(iii) a review printed in the April/May 2003 issue of PaperKuts magazine noting the 
solid demand for die cuts and describing the QuicKutz portable die cutter as the 
"latest and greatest in personal die cutting systems"; (iv) an article in the 2003 issue 
of Scrapbooking Top 50, published by Memory Makers, highlighting the portability 
advantages of the QuicKutz die cutting tool and the demand for portability in the 
marketplace. 

1 9. To meet the demand for portable personal die cutting systems, QuicKutz sold 
approximately 5,100 tools in the last eight months of 2002, approximately 19,700 
tools in 2003, approximately 30,800 tools in 2004, and approximately 25,900 tools in 
the first four months of 2005. A market for such portable personal die cutting 
systems did not exist prior to the introduction of the QuicKutz tool. 

20. At about the same time as QuicKutz introduced its portable personal die cutting tool 
into the market, several competitors began offering portable die cutting tools for 
personal use. All of these competitive tools were designed and marketed specifically 
to respond to marketplace demands that were not satisfied by available punch tools 
but only by the QuicKutz hand tool, namely, portability and the capability to use 
intricate interchangeable light weight dies. 

21. In the fall of 2002 (six months after the ' 723 Application was filed), Sizzix, a joint 
venture between Ellison Educational Equipment, Inc., and Provo Craft and Novelty 
Inc., began selling a somewhat portable die cutting tool. In the fall of 2003, after the 
introduction of the QuicKutz portable personal die cutting tool, Sizzix began selling 
an adapter that allowed the Sizzix tool to use rigid substantially planar dies similar to 
those described in the '723 Application. The attached Exhibit R is a print-out of one 
of Sizzix's Internet web pages, advertising the desirability of a portable personal die 
cutting tool that is capable of using rigid substantially planar dies. 

22. In late 2003, a company known as DayCo, which has since been acquired by AccuCut 
Systems, began selling a somewhat portable die cutting tool. AccuCut offers an 
adapter that allows the AccuCut tool to use rigid substantially planar dies similar to 
those described in the '723 Application. The attached Exhibit C is a print-out of one 
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of AccuCut's Internet web pages, advertising the desirability of a portable personal 
die cutting tool that is capable of using rigid "wafer-thin" dies. 

23. During 2004, a company known as Boss Kut announced its intention to begin selling 
a portable die cutting tool that promises to be very similar to the die cutting tool 
described in the '723 Application, although it is not clear whether such a die cutting 
tool actually will become available. The attached F.xhihit D is a print-out of one of 
Boss Kut's Internet web pages announcing the Boss Kut Jr. hand held die cutter. 

24. Recently, a company known as Spellbinders announced its intention to begin selling a 
portable die cutting tool that is designed to use rigid substantially planar dies similar 
to those described in the '723 Application. The attached Fxhihit F is a print-out of an 
Internet web page of one of Spellbinders' retailers, advertising the desirability of a 
"lighter in weight" portable personal die cutting tool that is capable of using 
QuicKutz dies. 

25 . These facts indicate the existence of a long-feh and continuing need in the 
scrapbooking, hobby, and related industries for a portable personal die cutting system 
that is capable of cutting out detailed and attractive letters and shapes, as described in 
the '723 Application. 

I declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and further that these 
statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code, and that willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or 
any patent issuing thereon. 


Dated this X^ayofMay, 2005. 


new products 



quickutz personal 
die-cutting system 

Here's one for the wish list: the QuicKutz (888-702-11 46 
• quiclciitz.com) new personal die-cutting system. This gadget 
offers portability, ease and speed of use, nnore alphabet options 
with shadow letters and more intricate, cleaner design cuts. 

In the fail of 2000, Natasha Hixon grew frustrated with the 
time-consuming task of cutting out letters. After researching 
some options, she and her husband, Mark, developed a 
complete die-cutting system that can fit In your purse or crop 
bag and cut up to 100 shapes in one minutel 

Weighing less than two pounds, the basic system, called the 
Essential Kit, consists of a hand press and cradle in which to 
rest it, a complete alphabet set, plus two punctuation dies, 
three shapes and a storage binder. $200-$320 


stocjWr^g stijffer 

Does this cute 111* thiiig nf?mlnd you of a 
sorapbooka you kJ)ow? She would h' siTe had 
blond hair, yaj Not a problem, Crtiter 
Crafts (949-858. 6271 « scaapbooKciffUxw.) 
can cu'^vomfef iJiese ornaments vvRh hair 
color and si\/le, skin tons ajid even aiitnlfjlty. 
Eac^^ one is tjardcraited so no Iwo 
BJcacTly alike. $15. piua s £ h 




heritage stickers 

Dorothy^ Memories, a new line of heritage 
stickers from Tumblebeasts (505-323-5554 
• tumblebeasts.com), fill photogiaphic gaps 
or embeUish pages -widi visions of Grandma's 
kitchen, vintage clothing and antique toys. 
The line takes its name from Tumblebeasts' 
owner Karen Stockhamis own grandmother, 
Dorothy. Karen wanted to create realistic 
images with a playful touch. $1.85 per sheet 


Q. joi this down 


m 
E 

o 


A I ju^ mom keeps fnurn^^g y-^.rrt i, 

catentdeir o» tfiegoc<a> fet Vte4.^i?i^ei 
tha^ saiie busy morn goes ntv iry^ cj i 
oalecl tnB bits and pieces lot 
sqrapboc^ p^gds. H this sotrKfe 
tanf^, jcmers Wrr-JOTm*i * 
jbttm jwb ^ 
ft>ay be fc^ you, 3 

compact arKi g 

corUatn Bad ^ 

freo, pedarBted ^ 

fitieets so yoi ; ^. 
can tea* Oijt you^ iatling?:. ic; 
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P^ortablc Die Cutting 



110, 



Some things are simply 
destined to go together— apple 
pie and ice cream, Jack and Jill, 
scrapbooking and die cuts. 

Die cuts have been around 
aJmost since the beginning of 
the scrapbooking craze, and the 
fact that they are still a major ele- 
ment of scrapbooking today 
attests to the value of this wonder- 
ful creative option. However, 
everyone knows that there is 
always room for improvement — or 
at least that's what the people at 
QuicKutz beJieve. 

Utah-based QuicKutz prociuces 
and markets the latest and greatest in 
personal die cutting sj^tems — a 
portable approach that delivers the 
sharp, crisp look of store die cuts in the 
comfort of your own home. 1 he 
QuicKutz system includes the QuicKutz Hand Tool (or press), which weighs less 
than two pounds and is roughly ten inches long (see Figure i), and QuicKut? 
Pocket Dies, which are two inches square, thinner than a credit card, and stored iTi 
convenient, compact custom-designed binders (.see Figure 1). Although small the 
system is superior-the dies are made of solid steel and ^^iII last a lifetime and the 
hand tool is a carefully engineered, precision instrument. 

QuicKutz offer an impressive variety of alphabets (see Figure 2)~nine different 
styles (more than any other personal die-cutting system) available in I 1/4" letters- 
five of the styles are also available in a mini (5/8'') size. All of the QuicKutz alpha- 
bets have matching numbers and punctuation, and six of the nine have matching 
shadows. In addition, QuicKutz has more than 175 different die cut shapes (see 
Figure 1) Currently, the company releases new shapes every month and a new 
alphabet every quarter. 

The QuicKutz System was designed to be 

durable, portable, easy to use, and easy 
to store. Made entirely in the 


Figxtre . 



mm 

ROXY 


Figure 2 


Figure 1 


United States, QuicKutz is the 
only such system with a limit- 
ed lifetime warranty. QuicKutz 

dies make tens of thousands of cuts, all with the same 
sharp, clean quality as the first. And QuicKutz can be 
used for a wide variety of uses, including scrapbooking 
(see Figure 3), greeting cards, gift bags and boxes, pic- 
ture frames, and more. 

Using die cut letters, numbers, and shapes has never 
been easier, quicker, or more fun. But the best part about 
QuicKutz is not only do scrapbookers enjoy amazing vari- 
ety, impressive versatility, and superior quality, they get it 
in a package so small that th 
them — anytime, anywhere. 
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scrapbooking top 50 


mini mechanisms 


"SCRAPBOOKING MEANS TAKING IT WITH YOU," 
says Amelia Parkin, public relations specialist and events 
coordinator for QuicKutz, Inc. "And if you're like me, it 
means wanting to take it all with you," That feeling is the 
driving force behind the trend to downsize-^eveiything 
is getting smaller, from die-cutting machines to sewing 
machiaes. Manufacturers are saying, 'Tou can take it 
with you." Last year, QuicKutz introduced a pereonal 
die-cutting system (shown above) weighing less than 
two pounds. Add 80 dies to reach three pounds. 
Compact equals portable equals practical, Ameha says. 


"Several reasons exist for why smaller is appealing," 
says Major Maddon, Provo Craft's vice president of 
marketing. "It's cute, it represents ease and it's portable." 
Provo Craft also minimized by introducing the Sizzi.x 
personal die-cutting system. 

Other companies following suit are Xyron and White 
Sewing. The Xyron 150 (shown above) makes stickers 
no wider than while the Sew Cute (shown above) 
sewing machine can handle most big sewing jobs at a 
fraction of the size and weight. It's battery operated, so 
it's totally portable. 


scrapbooking top 50 | tools, trends and tcchniqiLcs 
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AccuCut Re-Introduces DayCo Personal Die Cutter 

Click here, for a high resolution images for use with this article. 

rFremont Neb -July 16. 2004)— As a result of Its recent acquisition of DayCo (a former 
comoetltor) AccuCut Systems re-introduced DayCo's Zip'eMate™ Personal Die Cutter as 
one of its own products. The machine will replace the AccuCut® Mini Machine, which is 
heino phased out. 

"The AccuCut® ZIp'eMate™ machine has gone through rigorous quality testing to deliver a 
product synonymous with AccuCut," said product manager Cheyanne Atchley. "We are 
thrilled to Introduce the double-roller personal die cutting machine as AccuCufs pnmary 
personal sized machine, and excited about offering this product to our customers as a fitting 
addition to the AccuCut line." 

The Zip'eMate machine is the only personal die cutting machine that offers roller technology. It includes two 9e^^-<*"^-f^^°"!;,^ 
dLdtes through the machine with minimal effort from the operator. As with all AccuCut machines, pressure is preset and applied by 
fhrmachire itself rather than the operator. This provides a consistent cutting experience and eliminates the need lo guess how hard to 

r/rirfi«onircuttin7sSs'' the Zip'eMate machine embosses any AccuCut shape, and will also emboss pre-purchased brass 
tend The Sine s a"£e In the four colors: purple, red. green and blue, mh the use of a variety of cutting platforms and 
mS the mach^e is compatible with all major dies on the market, including commercial dies, thin wood or plastic dies, and wafer-thm 

metal dies. 

consumers are encouraged to ask their local retailers about the AccuCut® Zip'eMate™ Personal Die Cutting Machine. Retailers may 
^oii Bnn.9Rfl-lfi7n to order, or order online at www.accucut.com. 

ArcuCut Svstems was established inl 990 as a provider of shape and letter cutting products for retail craft stores professional 
Saners craTenrusialrA the educational market. The company's focus is on making craft and educational experiences fun and 
fewS" A^-Cut isT^^^ of creating Keepsakes magazine's Readers' Choice Award for best die cutting equipment, and 

the Primedia Award of Excellence. Visit AccuCut online at www.accucut.com . 


### 


The Boss Kut 


I know many of us are anxious for the arrival of the BOSS KUT. We are officially in 
production on our Boss Kut, After many months of working with several companies, we 
have found a manufacturer that can make us the ULTIMATE personal die cutting system. I 
can't wait to get these shipped and in the hands of the scrapbookers--we will have a truly 
unique machine that EVERY scrapbooker can utilize! ! The best machine on the market- 
hands down! ! We are very excited about the look of our new machine- won't it be cute 
sitting on your scrapbooking table? I tr uly can't wait to have mine in hand! ! ! 

The Boss Kut Jn 


What makes us so incredibly unique is 
that we accommodate ALL 
scrapbookers! ! The Boss Kut can cut 
several 2x2 dies at a time and some of 
our larger dies like our monograms and 
stencils. Boss Kut Jr. is also in the 
works and will be available Summer 
2005!!! TheBossKut Jr. wilicutone 
2x2 die at a time, which in turn makes 
the machine smaller and a bit easier to 
tote. We are offering you a choice to 
fit your scrapbooking need! ! Of course 
if you are anything like me, you will 
have both! ! ! 

Alphabet and Shape Dies 

We are very excited about offering you all our wonderful dies at INCREDIBLE prices. We 
are looking at ship dates in April for our alphabets and most of our other dies. We are 
working on final stages of the packaging and will be in production VERY shortly. The 
following are some common questions asked about the use of our dies: 

Accessories 



f 


We are adding fun and colorful accessories to make toting your Boss Kut, or Boss Kut Jr. 
to all your favorite crops, conventions, and classes. As a scrapbooker, I know ALL the 
gazillion things I try to take to a crop, we want you to find taking the Boss Kut anywhere 
you go will be easy as pie. Not to mention, we want you to take it EVER YWHRRK 
show off your adorable little machine that cuts the finest, most detailed alphabets to all 
your scrapbooking buddies! ! ! 

Can your dies be used with other die cutters? 

Yes and No! How is that for an answer! ! Some of our dies will work perfectly in other 
machines and some will not. The reason behind this is very simnle-we have a ton-notrh 
machine that distributes even pressure allowing the dies to be cut more uniformly-because 
of this, we are able to fit more on one die! ! ! Sometimes dies with multiple letters, or 
shapes will not cut as well on some of the other machines. 

What are your dies made out of? 

Our dies are thin steel rule dies which cut with amazing precision and are very easy to 
store and use! 

What if there is a problem? 

We are working with incredibly knowledgeable people, whom want to create lasting 
quality in all dies, cutters, and accessories~we anticipate no problems. With that being 
said, we do realize that in any kind of manufacturing there could be something that does 
not meet the consumers need. We stand behind our product 100%—if for some reason you 
get something that is not working properly we will look into it and do everything we can to 
"fix" the problem. 

I hope this answers some questions for you and gets you excited about the hottest new 
[scrapbooking tool in 2005 ! ! ! 

© Copyright 2004 Boss Kut and The Collectables, Inc. 


Terryf ic Times 

The Wizard Oie Cuffing Embossing Sysfem 

Terryf ic Times was the only retailer in North Carolina to coxry The Wizard 
Die Cutting Embossing System from Spellbinders. This lioht 
(under five pounds) is used for dry embossing, texturizing paper, die cutting, 
polymer clay and so much more. Let your imagination take your papercrafting 
to a new level. See cords made with this machine in our Card Sa llery. 

Weil, cvai'fzrs, hold on to your hats. Spellbinders has released its new model 
of the Wizard at the Craft and Hobby Association Show (CHA Show) in 
Atlanta February 11th to 15th. If you've worked with The Wizard, you 
probably thought "It can't get any better than this!" Well, crofters, hold on 
to your hats. The new Wizard is lighter in weight, wider, easier to use and will 
cost less than the original model. Spellbinders' owners, Stacey and Jeff 
Caron. are bringing many innovative products to the personal die-cutting 
market. You will be blown away with their new products. 

The cost of the new Wizard i.«; ^1^0 nnri inrliirlp< «>\/orx/+hi 

■ " ■ - ■ / ^ / - ~ . . _ . 

and emboss with the Spellbinders dies. Sizzix, Zip's Cut?? nnH mnro. The onK/ 
additional thing you'll need to get is the Charm Kit for $10. This will allow you 
to emboss using a variety of brass and plastic stencils. If you use the Fiskars 
texturizing plates and/or large stencils, you will probably want to get the 12" 
by 12" polymer pad retailing for $19. The good news is that I'll sell you the 
whole pad or prorate the price if you only want 1/4 or 1/2 of the mat. 

There is complete two-way compatibility between the original Wizard products 
and the new products. The only thing you'll need to get if you own the original 
model is a spacer plate. You can call Spellbinders at 1-888-547-0400 and 
they'll send you one at no cost. This plate is necessary to have in order to use 
the new, improved Spellbinders dies. It can also be used with other 
chemically-etched dies such as QuicKutz, Zip'eCuts and Sizzlets. 

The new products and prices are shown below. If you become a TLC (Terryf ic 
Loval Customer") for a $25 annual membershio fee 

sale prices, save 157o on special orders, get $5 for your birthday, and other 
specials just for my TLC's. 

I'm offering the TLC's a special deal on the Wizard and related products. For 
a limited time, you can save 20% off the retail price of all Spellbinders 


products. This means that you save $26 on the price of the Wizard alone and 
hove saved your annual membership immediately. You still have a full year to 
save even more. 


Please call the shop at 704-895-BLUB (2583) or email 

terry@terr.ylictim?s,cpm if you want me to order a Wizard. You can be among 
the first in the country to get this fabulous personal die-cutting and embossing 
system. If you thought the original Wizard was something, you "ain't" seen 
nothing yet! 

I've written a review of The Wirard from .Srif»llhinr|p.r.<; nnW /.mirnt'c 7"in'i= 
Mate_, including comments on the Sizzix and QuicKutz systems, for your 
consideration. 



Wizard (Purple Only) 
WOOD $130 



Charm Kit 
W003 $10 


1?" hv 1?" Pnlvmpr PnW 


W005 $19 



Thick White Replacement AAnts 
W002 $10 
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